Houston County Commissioners Meeting

January 7, 2014

Perry, Georgia

The Houston County Board of Commissioners met in regular session at 9:00 a.m. on Tuesday, January 7, 2014 at the Houston County Courthouse in Perry, Georgia with Chairman Stalnaker presiding and Commissioners McMichael, Walker, Thomson and Robinson present.  Also present were Director of Administration Barry Holland, Director of Operations Robbie Dunbar, HEMA/Fire Chief Jimmy Williams, Chief Building Inspector Tim Andrews, Human Resources Director Ken Carter, Director of Purchasing Mark Baker, Jimmy Autry Senior Vice-President Flint Energies, Walton and Becky Wood, and County Attorney Tom Hall.  

Commissioner McMichael led the audience in the Invocation.
Dan Topolewski, retired Marine Captain, led the audience in the Pledge of Allegiance and then detailed his military career.  Mr. Topolewski spoke of his family’s long history of service in the military.  Mr. Topolewski graduated from the Naval Academy in 1978 and from flight school in 1980.  He also met and married his wife the same year.  He stated that the most important thing he took away from the Marine Corps was not what he did, but rather what he learned and the importance of being a leader.  After separating from the service, he worked as a weapons systems engineer and ultimately ended up in Houston County around 15 years ago.  He said that he enjoys the community and the freedoms that he enjoys here.
Motion by Mr. McMichael, second by Mr. Walker and carried unanimously to approve the minutes of December 17, 2013.

Chairman Stalnaker asked the Board to consider an add-on item for the agenda concerning the widening of Langston Road.  

Motion by Mr. Thomson, second by Mr. Walker and carried unanimously to add agenda item #12 concerning an MOA with the Houston County Board of Education on additional improvements to Langston Road.

Chief Building Inspector Tim Andrews presented Special Exception Application #1761 submitted by Bobby Scott Taylor.  The property is located at 121 Sheffield Way, Warner Robins, Georgia, and is more specifically described as LL 66, 5th Land District of Houston County, Lot 13, Block “J”, Section 2, Phase 2 of Crestview Plantation, consisting of 0.34 acres.  Existing use is R-1 residential.  Proposed use is a Special Exception for a Home Occupation for a Lawn Service and Cleaning business with no change in zoning.  Mr. Andrews stated that the application complies with Section 95 of the Comprehensive Land Development Regulations and that the Board of Zoning & Appeals recommends unanimous approval subject to no clients coming to the home, no signage and an 8 x 12 foot trailer to be stored in the rear yard.  

Chairman Stalnaker made a blanket statement for the benefit of all applicants for Special Exceptions for home occupations that even if the Board of Commissioners approves an application, neighborhood covenants may still impose certain restrictions upon or against home occupation businesses.  The Board of Commissioners does not enforce these covenants.

Chairman Stalnaker then opened a public hearing on Special Exception Application     

#1761.  

Applicant was not present.
There was no opposition.
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There being no comments, the hearing was closed.

Motion by Mr. Walker, second by Mr. Thomson and carried unanimously to approve Application #1761. 

Special Exception Application #1762 submitted by Shawn Smith was tabled by the Zoning & Appeals Board due to the absence of the applicant at the Zoning & Appeals meeting on December 23, 2013.  Motion by Mr. Walker, second by Ms. Robinson and carried unanimously to table Special Exception Application #1762 and send back to Zoning & Appeals.
Special Exception Application #1763 submitted by Ernest Moore was tabled by the  Zoning & Appeals Board due to the absence of the applicant at the Zoning & Appeals meeting on December 23, 2013.  Motion by Mr. Walker, second by Ms. Robinson and carried unanimously to table Special Exception Application #1763 and send back to Zoning & Appeals.
Chief Building Inspector Tim Andrews presented Special Exception Application #1764 submitted by David Schnee representing Schnee Services, LLC.  The property is located at 123 Bonanza Drive, Bonaire, Georgia, and is more specifically described as LL 222 of the 10th Land District of Houston County, Georgia, Lot 85 of Ponderosa Estates Subdivision, consisting of 2.67 acres.  Existing use is R-1 residential. Proposed use is a Special Exception for a Landscaping/Pressure Washing/Painting business with no change in zoning.  Mr. Andrews stated that the applicant complies with Section 95 of the Comprehensive Land Development Regulations and the Board of Zoning & Appeals recommends unanimous approval subject to no signage, no debris hauled to or stored on the property, no burning of debris on property, no clients to the home and allows for the storage of a 6ft. x 12ft. trailer to be parked in the rear yard.   

Chairman Stalnaker then opened a public hearing on Special Exception Application 

# 1764.  

Applicant was present but had nothing further to add.

There was no opposition.

There being no comments, the hearing was closed.

Motion by Mr. McMichael second by Mr. Walker and carried unanimously to approve Application #1764. 

Chief Building Inspector Tim Andrews presented Special Exception Application #1765 submitted by Robert Ligon.  The property is located at 1134 Thornblade Drive, Warner Robins, Georgia, and is more specifically described as LL 157, 10th Land District of Houston County, Lot 31, Block “B”, Section 2 of The Willows Subdivision, consisting of 0.30 acres.  Existing use is R-1 residential.  Proposed use is a Special Exception for a Home Occupation for a Sewing Machine Service and Repair business with no change in zoning. The applicant has submitted a petition from his surrounding neighbors in support of his application as well as photos of the workshop setup in his garage.  Mr. Andrews stated that the application complies with Section 95 of the Comprehensive Land Development Regulations and that the Board of Zoning & Appeals recommends unanimous approval subject to no signage allowed.  

Mr. Thomson asked if the workshop comprised less than 25% of the home.  Mr. Andrews replied that it was less than 25%.
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Chairman Stalnaker then opened a public hearing on Special Exception Application     

#1765.  

Applicant was present but had nothing further to add.

There was no opposition.

There being no comments, the hearing was closed.

Motion by Mr. McMichael, second by Mr. Thomson and carried unanimously to approve Application #1765. 

Chief Building Inspector Tim Andrews presented Special Exception Application #1766 submitted by Troy and Melissa Hamilton.  The property is located at 324 Oxton Court, Warner Robins, Georgia, and is more specifically described as LL 96, 10th Land District of Houston County, Lot 1, Block “H”, Phase 2 of Oxton Plantation Subdivision, consisting of 0.49 acres.  Existing use is R-1 residential.  Proposed use is a Special Exception for a Home Occupation for a Daycare business with no change in zoning.  
He stated that one concern was raised at the Zoning & Appeals hearing about increased traffic in the subdivision.  This was addressed and is a non-issue since there are multiple ingress/egress points that lead directly to nearby Russell Parkway.  Mr. Andrews stated that the application complies with Section 95 of the Comprehensive Land Development Regulations and that the Board of Zoning & Appeals recommends unanimous approval subject to no signage and no more than six children being at the home.
Mr. McMichael asked if there was direct access to Russell Parkway.  Mr. Andrews replied yes.

Chairman Stalnaker then opened a public hearing on Special Exception Application #1766.  

Applicant was present but had nothing further to add. 

There was no opposition.

There being no comments, the hearing was closed.

Motion by Mr. McMichael, second by Ms. Robinson and carried unanimously to approve Application #1766.

Chief Building Inspector Tim Andrews presented Special Exception Application #1768 submitted by Robert and Kelly Israel.  The property is located at 950 Hwy. 247 S. Kathleen, Georgia, and is more specifically described as LL 25, 11th  Land District of Houston County, as shown on a plat of survey for James E. Bryan, Sr., consisting of 1.02 acres.  Existing use is R-AG residential.  Proposed use is a Special Exception for a Lawn Service business with no change in zoning.  He passed out brochures provided by the applicant to the Board and explained that this was a commercial franchise that would have its clientele base in Bibb County. The equipment would also be stored in Bibb County. The applicant would use the home address as a home office only.  Mr. Andrews stated that the applicant complies with Section 95 of the Comprehensive Land Development Regulations and the Board of Zoning & Appeals recommends unanimous approval subject to no signage and no clients to the home.  
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Mr. Walker asked if the clientele would be all commercial in nature.  Mr. Andrews replied that they would be all commercial such as businesses, apartment complexes, hotels, etc.

Chairman Stalnaker then opened a public hearing on Special Exception Application 

# 1768.  

Applicant was present and stated that he is currently active duty Air Force and retires this coming Friday from the service.  He stated that his would be the first franchise of its kind in the middle Georgia area.  He plans to start with one crew and build his business from there.  
There was no opposition.

There being no further comments, the hearing was closed.

Motion by Mr. McMichael, second by Mr. Walker and carried unanimously to approve Application #1768. 

Motion by Mr. Thomson, second by Mr. McMichael and carried unanimously to authorize Chairman Stalnaker to sign the Termination of Communication Tower Maintenance Agreement and also the New Tower and Ground Lease Agreement in the amount of $2,400 annually with Flint Electric Membership Corporation on the 800 MHz radio tower at 1600 Elberta Road.
Chairman Stalnaker praised Flint Energies as true partners in the community.  He explained that Flint renegotiated with the County on this new agreement even though it favors Houston County more so than Flint.  It will be mutually beneficial and a cost savings to the people of Houston County.  He asked Mr. Autry to convey the Board’s thanks to Mr. Ray and Mr. Diamond.

Motion by Mr. Thomson, second by Mr. Walker and carried unanimously to approve the award of the Houston County Courthouse sewer repair job to International City Builders of Warner Robins in the amount of $46,700.

Mr. Thomson explained that the repair was long overdue and would be accomplished over the Martin Luther King holiday weekend.  Chairman Stalnaker asked Director of Operations Robbie Dunbar to notify all courthouse personnel including the security detail of the pending repair.

Motion by Mr. McMichael, second by Ms. Robinson and carried unanimously to approve the payment of bills totaling $2,525,414.58.
Chairman Stalnaker reminded everyone of the rescheduling of the first meeting in February.  The meeting will be held at the Perry Courthouse at 9:00 a.m. on Wednesday, February 5th.
Chairman Stalnaker presented the Memorandum of Agreement that is necessary between the Board of Commissioners and Houston County Board of Education concerning additional improvements to Langston Road near the new elementary school.  The Commissioners will reimburse the Board of Education for a section of the road widening from the school’s western property line back to Lake Joy Road.  Funding will come from the 2012 SPLOST.  
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Motion by Ms. Robinson, second by Mr. Thomson and carried unanimously to authorize Chairman Stalnaker to sign a Memorandum of Agreement with the Houston County Board of Education concerning the widening of Langston Road from the western property line of the new elementary school back to Lake Joy Road.  Houston County will reimburse the Board of Education in the amount of $252,617 from the 2012 SPLOST.

Chairman Stalnaker then opened the meeting for public comments.
Mr. Walton Wood, 426 Sandefur Road, Kathleen, addressed the Board about several concerns including the shortfall in 2012 SPLOST revenue; the effects of decreased real estate taxes on the County’s revenues; the possibility of the T-SPLOST referendum coming back in the near future; Tax Allocation District (TADs) and the City of Warner Robins efforts to implement them; regionalization; clean air and encroachment issues affecting Robins Air Force Base.

Chairman Stalnaker explained that the Title Ad Valorem Tax (TAVT) has a huge impact on the SPLOST with a loss on both the ad valorem and sales tax side.  He also explained that modest growth in the tax digest has helped to mitigate some of these shortfalls.  The County has advocated a reduction of up to 12% in SPLOST project spending to the Cities and is practicing the same.

There being no further public comments the meeting was continued.

The Chairman then asked for comments from the Commissioners.
Mr. Walker wished everyone a Happy New Year and stated that he appreciated the opportunity to continue to serve the citizens of Houston County.  He also thanked
Mr. Woods for his comments.

Chairman Stalnaker wished everyone a Happy New Year.

Motion by Mr. Walker, second by Mr. Thomson and carried unanimously to adjourn the meeting.
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